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 Karaikal is one of the four regions of the Union Territory of Puducherry, located 300 

kms south of Chennai and about 135 kms from Puducherry on the East Coast. Karaikal has 

been well known for its religious heritage as it is the birth place of one of the 63 Saivite 

Nayanmar ‘Punithavathiar’, renowned as Karaikal Ammaiar.  The famous Dharbaranyeswarar 

temple of Thirunallar, where Lord Saneeswara (Saturn) is housed, is located just 5 km west of 

Karaikal. This temple is also famous for its Emerald Shiva Idol. Located at the tail end of river 

Cauvery, Karaikal is considered to be the rice bowl of Puducherry. Karaikal District occupies 

an area   of 157 square kilometres (61 sq. miles approx.) and has an annual average rainfall of 

about    126 cm, 68 percent of which occurs during October to December. The total 

geographical rural area of the district is 14035.56 hectares. The percentage of cultivable area 

to total area and percentage of irrigated area to total cultivable area are 84.92, 82.81 

respectively. 

  The Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru College of Agriculture and Research Institute, located 

very close to the Thirunallar Temple has been functioning since 2nd October 1987, as a premier 

Institute of Agricultural Education, Research and Extension to meet the requirement of the UT 

of Puducherry and the neighbouring Districts of Tamil Nadu. The Institute functioning as an 

autonomous body in the banner of PAJANCOA Society has the Chief Secretary of the  UT of 

Puducherry as its Chairman and the Dean of the Institute as its Member Secretary.  

 The Institute started its humble journey with a Under Graduate programme in 

Agriculture during 1987 was upgraded to a Research Institute in 1997. The Institute offers Post 

Graduate programme in six major disciplines since 1999-2000 and realising the need for 

developing human resource in Horticulture, a degree programme in Horticulture was started 

during 2016-17.  

 To provide a better learning opportunity through skill learning and hands on experience 

to the Under Graduate students of the Institute, the Institute aspired for financial assistance 



from the Department of Biotechnology (GOI) through Star College Scheme and sanction for 

Rs. 63 Lakhs was communicated vide Order No. HRD-/5/2022-HRD-DBT dt. 24.02.2022. 

Three Departments viz., Department of Agronomy, Horticulture and Agricultural Entomology, 

Agricultural Microbiology and Plant Pathology (as a single Unit) has been identified for 

assistance under the scheme. The first-year grant of Rs.41 Lakhs has been released already and 

the activities permissible under Recurring and Non-Recurring heads had already commenced.  

 Periodical discussion among the identified faculties from the participating Departments  

is arranged by the Coordinator of the SCS under the chairmanship of the Dean to finalise the 

modalities and to review the progress made in timely execution of the project.  

 The Institute, which has already got the accreditation of ICAR and recognised by 12 B 

of UGC act (1956), feels immensely proud in getting the Star College Status and the 

PAJANCOA Society take the privilege of remembering every individual who had contributed 

for achieving this historical mile stone.  

 The formation of Advisory Committee with Dean of the Institute as Chairman, 2 

members representing DBT and faculties of the participating Departments as members and the 

Coordinator as Member Secretary has been constituted. 

  




